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10 cool new toys from CES

By John D. Sutter and Brandon Griggs, CNN
January 11, 2010 9:04 a.m. EST

Las Vegas, Nevada (CNN) -- Three-
dimensional televisions, Internet-enabled
TVs, touch-screen "tablet" computers, e-
book readers and other fun new gadgets
were scattered all over the enormous
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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CES, which ended on Sunday, is regarded
Fun new gadgets were scattered all over the enormous as one of the best trade shows for spotting
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, Nevada. new technologies before they take off. DVDs,
CD players and Blu-ray all were introduced
at previous shows. It is the largest event of
its kind in the world.
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STORY HIGHLIGHTS

- TCL 3-D TV, provides 3-D As we hunted through thousands of tech displays at the show this
experience sans glasses year, these 10 products particularly grabbed our attention. It's hard

- Blio e-reader will be free when ~ t0 say which, if any, of the new technologies shown at CES this year
it becomes available will become a hit with consumers.

* Intel Reader scans text and
reads it aloud But these 10 new toys proved to be useful, unique or just plain
strange.
RELATED TOPICS . .
So, here they are, in no particular order. Please let us know what
you think.

Consumer Electronics
Intel Corporation
Samsung Corporation

Toshiba CELL TV with gesture technology

Toshiba unveiled a prototype of a television that doesn't require a
remote control -- TV watchers simply wave their hands in the air to
control the menu, fast-forward movies and turn the volume up or
down. Many TV makers are working on "gesture" technology for
TVs, and it hasn't been perfected, but Toshiba is among the first to
show it off publicly.




In a demo at CES, a woman put her palm out in a "halt" position to
select items from a 3-D, spherical menu on the TV screen. She
looked like she was swimming the breaststroke when she
commanded the TV to zoom in on an image. The TV uses infrared
technology to sense a viewer's movements in a particular zone of
the room, which a demonstrator referred to as the "couch-potato
zone."

Price: Unannounced
Available: 2011 or 2012

What's cool: The idea of technology that reads human gestures has
the potential to revolutionize the way we interact with computers and
TVs.

TCL 3-D TV, sans glasses

One of the big problems with 3-D TV is that most systems, when
they debut later this year, will require viewers to wear 3-D glasses.
They're goofy, expensive and, some testers complain, cause
headaches and nausea.

But TCL Corporation, the Chinese company that's a parent of RCA,
showed off 3-D TV technology that doesn't require glasses. A
company representative said the technology, which adds a layer of
rippled lenses to the front of the TV screen to produce the three-
dimensional effect, could be used in the home as well as on
billboards.

"Basically, we put the glasses that you'd be wearing on the TV," a
TCL spokeswoman said.

Price: Unannounced

Available: 2011 for commercial clients
What's cool: No irritating glasses.
Blio e-reader

Amid a crowd of promising new electronic readers at CES, this one
stood out. This software application, built in part by futurist-inventor
Ray Kurzweil, turns almost any laptop, netbook or smartphone into
an image-rich, full-color electronic reader. Blio uses publishers'
original PDF files to preserve the exact format of books and
magazines while supporting interactive multimedia, including video
and Web links. It will launch with an online store featuring more than
1.2 million titles. Best of all: It's free.

Price: Did we mention it's free?
Available: Late February
Why it's cool: Blio also has a read-aloud feature and will translate to

or from English. It looked impressive in a demo at CES. Tivit mobile
TV add-on for phones






